
  
   

 

Paris, France, 19 August 2014 
 
 

Gecko Biomedical announces that Maria Pereira, Head of Adhesive 
Technologies was named on the 2014’s “35 Innovators Under 35” by MIT 

Technology Review 
 

 
Gecko Biomedical, a French medical device company developing ‘bio-inspired’ biodegradable surgical 
glues and patches for wound closure, announces today that Maria Pereira, PhD, Head of Adhesive 
Technologies, is recognized as an honoree of MIT Technology Review’s Annual Innovators Under 35 
List. 
 
The Innovators Under 35 is an annual list published by MIT Technology Review, naming the world's 
top young innovators. 
The list acknowledges accomplishments that are poised to have a dramatic impact on the world, as 
we know it. 
The honorees will be recognized at the annual EmTech MIT conference on emerging technologies, 
held at MIT from September 23–25, 2014 (www.EmTechMIT.com). 
 
“This honor speaks to Maria’s outstanding contribution, to innovation and changing the way we treat 
patients. We are highly honored and fortunate to have Maria among our team of highly talented 
people, helping advance Gecko Biomedical’ technology to the benefit of patients.” said Christophe 
Bancel, Chief Executive Officer of Gecko Biomedical. 
 
“I am honored to be a part of the Innovators Under 35 list together with distinguished peers”, said 
Maria Pereira. “This honor recognizes the innovative character of our adhesive materials. These were 
specifically engineered to address the challenges of tissue defect closure in minimally invasive 
settings. We have been able to demonstrate its potential in pre-clinical models and we are now on 
track to bring the technology to patients”. 
 

### 
 

Notes to Editors 
 
About Gecko Biomedical 
Gecko Biomedical is a privately owned medical device company based in Paris, France that is 
dedicated to the rapid development and the commercialization of revolutionary biodegradable sealants 
and adhesives for wound closure in the field of surgery, with a key focus on minimally invasive 
surgery. Gecko Biomedical is developing products that are non-toxic, bind strongly to tissues and 
deliver ‘on-demand’ wound closure within the ‘wet’ and dynamic environments in the body. The 
Company’s technology and products are based on world-class research and intellectual property from 
the laboratories of Robert Langer (MIT) and Jeff Karp (Brigham and Women’s Hospital). Gecko was 
founded in 2013 and is backed by leading healthcare investors Omnes Capital, CM-CIC and 
CapDecisif Management. 
  
Further information: www.geckobiomedical.com or @geckobiomedical or 
www.linkedin.com/company/gecko-biomedical 
 
About MIT Technology Review 
MIT Technology Review leads the global conversation about technologies that matter. An independent 
media company owned by MIT, it produces publications read by millions of business leaders, 
innovators, and thought leaders around the globe, in six languages and on a variety of platforms. The 
company publishes MIT Technology Review magazine, the most respected technology magazine; 
daily news features, analysis, and opinion; and Business Reports, which explain how technologies are 



  
   

 

transforming industries. It produces live events such as the annual EmTech MIT, international EmTech 
conferences, Summits, and Salons. The company's entrepreneurial community organization, MIT 
Enterprise Forum, informs, connects, and coaches early-stage technology entrepreneurs so they may 
succeed faster. 
  
Further information: http://www.technologyreview.com/lists/innovators-under-35/ 
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